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Mr. Bush has promised for seven years, that he would press to make peace here. This is his first visit to the
region as president. Why now? His staff says is to show his personal commitment to pushing the peace
process forward, following the November meeting in the Annapolis, Israeli Palestinian scenarios.
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The point of departure for permanent status negotiations to realize this vision seems clear: There should be
an end to the occupation that began in 1967.
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Achieving an agreement will require painful political concessions by both sides. While territory is an issue
for both parties to decide, | believe that any peace agreement between them will require mutually agreed
adjustments to the armistice lines of 1949 to reflect current realities and to ensure that the Palestinian state
is viable and contiguous.
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Good evening. This is an extraordinary period for America's economy. Over the past few weeks, many
Americans have felt anxiety about their finances and their future. | understand their worry and their
frustration.
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We've seen triple-digit swings in the stock market. Major financial institutions have teetered on the edge of
collapse, and some have failed.
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As uncertainty has grown, many banks have restricted lending. Credit markets have frozen. And families
and businesses have found it harder to borrow money.
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We're in the midst of a serious financial crisis, and the federal government is responding with decisive
action.
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