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Police in Philadelphia arrested dozens of people last night after a violent looting spree.
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A growing problem around the country that's forcing many retailers to take drastic measures.

M & A 2B H 2 > ST E B A A SREUSETE G -

Tonight, more than 50 people are under arrest in connection with this overnight crime wave that hit
Philadelphia.

SIRAE M 50 \RIFE S B Eh v »

Officers tackling suspects ransacking businesses.
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Crowds of suspected thieves seen running from stores like Apple, Lululemon and Foot Locker.
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This is not shoplifting, this is, this is looting, this is riot.
(EWTR) BN EMIETRE  ERd) - 226l -

It's called organized retail theft.
FEITH R Ry T BN EERE -

It's happening all over America.
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Killing business and making shopping even more expensive.
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Target says crooks are forcing them to close nine stores by October.
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Saying theft is “threatening the safety of our team and guests”.
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This Target in Oakland is one of the ones shutting down.
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And you can see what the shopping experience is like.

R LUEE EENIEYIGRE T

You got deodorant, you have shaving cream all locked up even toothpaste, you have to call someone to help
you buy one because of thieves.
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But it's the crime outside of stores in Oakland that is terrifying residents.
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10,000 cars stolen just this year.
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Burglaries and robberies also up.
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Last week, cameras captured this woman screaming in agony as thieves dragged her across the street trying
to steal her purse.
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It mirrors another incident earlier this month.
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When you see crime like that during the day, what does that tell you?
ERESEEIREN QRS ER - AFR T EEFE ?

It tells me that there's a sense of lawlessness that there are people in our community that don't fear of being
arrested.

REiE > AR TEABEEL  ROWHEEANE A TEEE -

LeRonne Armstrong was the latest Oakland police chief to be fired.
LeRonne Armstrong J& 5T i g e Y B ool &5 -

Is it a free-for-all when it comes to crime in Oakland?
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I think it's a combination of lack of enforcement and then not strong enough prosecution.
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And now, residents of Oakland say they’ve had enough.
RruplERayEon  miizs s -

Closing their own businesses in protest of a city they say can't keep them safe.
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Letting violent crime criminals out as soon as they're apprehended and booked does not lead to public
safety.
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I consider it a state of emergency I've never seen Oakland this way before.
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Residents now calling for new leadership, tougher laws and a turnaround before crime cripples their city.
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EREE
Karen, how big and far-ranging is the rise in theft?

R > EREE LTHIRIERIEEE 2R ?

We've seen this trend, kind of materialize across other major economies that are fighting price pressures and
rising rates, too.

HANTE R 23RBS AE HoAth T SRR A TP R > APEesth & Rl AL e (B IR BT

I mean, this is really escalating in a major way after the pandemic.

FERER > BEEERERE Mg T -

Retail groups estimate it could cost ANZ a combined 6 billion US dollars a year.
TEEIG(EET - R T RE SN PE R FFAEARR 3 60 fE35TT -

And to get that number, let's look at the percentages.
TSRS > BAEEEO I

We're talking about a 47-plus percent rise in New South Wales on year.
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That's obviously a major jump and it seems to be a universal problem that's hitting everyone from major
chains to mom-and-pops.
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One supermarket CEO we spoke to said this really went across ZIP codes that it wasn't limited to less
wealthy areas.
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And one of the most interesting things for us is what people are stealing.

HHGHEAE » 2TEYanE fFE -

We're seeing a shift in things like electronics to more expensive everyday perishable items like meat.

HATEEIR R e T T on > B8 S S Y H R A o B0 AT -

And people are really being increasingly brazen and aggressive about it in a way they hadn't been before.

i H/Ma TR AR AT - BGEOREIEST -

They're taking things like nine legs of lamb out of the store or 1,500 dollars worth of corned beef.
&t o WERl - & fEEE 1,500 TTAYBTA -
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And people can either take that for themselves, they can sell it on the black market.

I ECRE M - g R B -

And the stores are in this tricky position where they're trying to stop it by stepping up security like CCTV
or even trialing having staff for cameras.

R TR AR » TS SRR (AR - (P - B A TR
f -

But they also don't want to effectively lock down stores for customers or put their staff at risk.

BRI AT ARG R LR 5 - SREER TN ek -

So, it's a tricky escalating thing for them to try and solve.
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Yeah, we are also seeing those sort of smash-and-grab retail theft here in the US as well.
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But, tell us a little bit more about how this theft is happening across New Zealand in a way that's not just
people going into these stores to steal for themselves, but is also linked to organized crime.
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Yeah, that was really interesting to us as well.
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This isolation of a few groups that people were talking about.
RRAE B85 12 Lo 445 -

You have organized crime which is really on the rise, especially in New Zealand.
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You also have everyday people hit by the cost-of-living crisis and then you also have young people looking
to show off to their friends on social media.
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In a combination, there's also been a change in the way that we shop.

AT RIS T -

The rise of self-checkout has made it a lot easier for people especially in the organized crime waves, to
smuggle things out.

H BhEIRAYELIEE N F A S8 X > THEAEA HSFERAR T -

And so does the shift to being more environmental and doing away with things like plastic bags where
you're now just throwing your stuff in your purse or even just carrying it out in your hands.
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And that's made it a lot easier for them to organize as well.
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And when you take a step back and look at the background of this.
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This is all happening amid a cost-of-living crisis here.

BRI

Australia has been in the middle of historic inflation and rate rises.
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Even people on higher salaries are having trouble making ends meet.
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