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Motorist stranded on top of vehicles with rescuers trying to reach them by air water and land.
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Vehicles submerged.
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First responders wading through dangerous waters and breaking into cars in search of survivors.
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The flooding having claimed one life so far.
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Throughout the weekend, dozens of people throughout California have been rescued amid historic rainfall

and flooding.
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In Sacramento, the water came rushing in after a levee on the Cosumnes River failed.
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Highways and homes turned into islands.
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We are still going basically car to car of these disabled vehicles along the highways and the roads and

clearing them to make sure that nobody is inside.
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The New Year’s Eve storm produced wind gusts more than 64 miles per hour sending trees crashing into

homes.
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Thousands in Sacramento still without power.
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A flash flood warning is in effect through Monday as residents brace for more rain on the way.
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This is Highway 68.
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This is one of the main roads into the Monterey Peninsula.
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What you are seeing here is actually not the Salinas River.
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This is overflow from the Salinas River, where it overflowed its banks.
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You can see often the distance behind those trees, that is the actual overpass of State Route 68 over the

Salinas River.
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The Salinas River is more than 100 miles long.
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That is why heavy rains occurring a day or two ago can dramatically impact what is happening here and

why evacuation orders have been issued.
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But officials are taking no chances on the rain, the river, nor the ocean tides.
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The State Office of Emergency Services has dispatched two urban search-and-rescue teams to the
area including California Task Forces 3 and 4 with personnel from both the San Mateo and Oakland fire
departments.
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MERE
A powerful cyclone has lashed New Zealand.
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It pummelled its largest city Auckland and surrounding areas with strong wind and rain and prompted the
government to declare a national state of emergency for only the third time in its history.
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It has been a very big night for New Zealanders across the country, but particularly in the Upper North
Island.
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A lot of families displaced, a lot of homes without power, extensive damage done across the country.
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New Zealand declared national emergencies after the Christchurch earthquake in 2011 and when the
pandemic hit in 2020.
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The new declaration lets authorities prioritise the response to Cyclone Gabrielle.
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Which has caused widespread flooding, landslides and extensive damage to roads and infrastructure.
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As rivers swell and the tide rises the storm has forced evacuations, and even stranded people on rooftops.
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One New Zealand official has called Cyclone Gabriel lean unprecedented weather event.
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Another says this is the result of climate change.

B BRIEGI R EEE -

On Twitter, James Shaw, New Zealand’s Minister of Climate Change adds.
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The impacts will get worse unless we act now to cut emissions quickly and adapt communities for the
effects already here.
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Cyclone Gabrielleis the second significant weather event, to hit Auckland and the North Island in a few

weeks.
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Last month, the Auckland area was hit by a record rain that unleashed floods and killed four people.
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New Zealand is assessing the damage from the latest extreme storm as recovery efforts begin.
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